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Treplcal Storm
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On October 27, 2007 atropical
depression formed south of the
Dominican Republic and grew
rapidly into atropical storm.
Being it was aweekend and
that the storm devel oped at
such arapid rate, there was
little warning of an impending
disaster. Saturday, October
27th was a beautiful day in San
Juan. Sunday was different.
The storm started as alight
rain. Throughout the day, the
rain kept coming down harder
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The purpose of Solid
Rock Missions is to
glorify God in
partnerships by
ministering
spiritually, physically,

socially and
educationally to
those in need,
in the name of
Jesus Chirist.
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and harder. By supper time, it
was a downpour and it did not
let up until Wednesday night.
Those of usthere knew we had a
lot of rain. We kept rough track
of theamount by looking at a
wheelbarrow and 5 gallon bucket
sitting outside the gate. They
filled up several times and we
dumped them out to continue
our measurements. The official
weather observer in San Juan
measured 48 inches of rain over
the three and a half day period.
That was alot of rain!
There were some intersec-
tions flooded in the city
but because of the excel-
lent management of water
from the dam north of
San Juan, the river did not
threaten any homes or
businesses. There was
damage to severa bridges
and roads that limited
travel to El Rosario and
Santo Domingo. Most notable
was that the only road to the
capital was impassable in numer-
ous places. It took the better
part of the next week to make
temporary repairs to reopen the
road.

The storm had the biggest im-
pact in an area along the south-
ern coast from Santo Domingo
to the Haitian border. Besides
severe flooding in Santo Do-
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mingo, other cities effected in
the area were San Cristobal,
Bani, Azua, and Barahona.
Many homes and businesses
were flooded or destroyed.

During the storm, an

SRM group from North-
woods Church from Peo-
fia, IL and Raul Rodriguez |
and Rod Meyer were at
the guesthouse. They had
an interesting experience
since almost every activity
was cancelled because of
the storm On Thursday,
the group from North-
woods made arrange-
mentsto fly from Bara-
hona to the capital since
they could not drive there
with the bridgesout. The &
group left the guesthouse
early Thursday morning
and made the trip by bus
to the airport. Becauseit
was till raining, Rod
Meyer went along for the
ride. What the group (and
Rod) saw on the way to
the airport was unbelievable.
The flooding and destruction
from the storm was over-
whelming. Towns were com-
pletely underwater. People
were living on the elevated
highways with no food, drink-
ing water, sanitation or shelter.
Rod went back to San Juan and
told Raul and Dominican lead-
ership what he saw. A planwas
developed to respond to the
need for help. Thisad hoc
team then began gathering
food and water for about thirty
families. Early Friday morning,

the group that included a Do-
minican doctor and pastor went
to the Barahona area with two
pickup trucks full of supplies,
looking for aplaceto help. A
contact person first took the

On the way to Barahona, the
town of Jaguimeyes was one of
the many towns flooded by Noel.
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group to alarge evacuation
shelter that housed about 1,000
Haitian immigrants from sev-
eral of the bateys (small villages
of Haitian immigrants that
came to the DR to harvest
sugar cane). For 5 days, they
had no food, water, electricity
or sanitation. Cautiously, we
helped afew ill victims but we
knew if we started unloading
the truckload of suppliesin
public, we would start ariot.
We then asked our contact to
take usto a second center.
That center housed 150 people
who had not had food or water
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for 5 days. Pastor Wilson Payano from San
Juan shared awell-received message of hope
and then food, milk and water were distributed.
The people were grateful but they had avery
@ difficult time understanding why we were help-

S ing people we did not know, even though it was
= | tragedy. Over the course of the next two
weeks, they saw the group from San Juan every
day and they begin to understand the genuine
love we had for them.

It was just about like the feeding of the five-

thousand. Even though we had enough food

~ for about 30 families, we still had supplies |eft

2 over. Our contact then took us to another shel-
ter in an old downtown theater that was being

used as a church. The church had opened their

facilities to evacuees that came from as far as 40

milesaway. This church was very organized

and it looked like they were doing well with

supplies until we heard their story.

The church was renting the building and they
were in the process of raising fundsto build
=% their own building when Noel hit. Without a
second thought, the leadership of the church

A mudslide area on the main road.
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they made the decision to use their building
fund to purchase food and supplies to operate
not only their main shelter but a number of
satellite ones aswell. God' stiming for the SRM
team from San Juan was perfect, because they
needed more supplies. The group left the re-
maining supplies and then returned every day
until that shelter was no longer needed.

Over the course of the two weeks, this team not
-4 ~ only made an impact on the refugees,but they
% themselves were impacted by what they saw and
¢ experienced. They made many friends and de-
veloped relationships. Asthe flood watersre-
ceded, the group assessed the needs of several
™! remote communities near Barahona. The work
¥ then shifted to these communities and to more
people needing help.

Flooded neighborhoods in El Pefion
two weeks after the rain stopped.

There are anumber of wonderful stories that
could be told of things that happened during
- thetwo weeks. Y ou can read some updates that
were sent during the relief effort on Solid Rock
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One of the most impressive stories that came

used to provide security after we had aninci-

- dent with some looters. A master sergeant in

the Dominican army served as one of our

; armed escorts for several days. After acouple

The first water filters installed to  Of tripswith usto the centers, he made the
provide clean drinking water. statement thm we haj Somethlng W|th|n us that

he did not have and he wanted it now. He

found a pastor at one of the centers and ac-
cepted Jesus as his Savior.

There are many great things that happened as a
result of Noel. Beside relationship-building, we
saw Dominicans wanting to help other Do-
minicans. And we saw more people accept
Christ.

The immediate work of the disaster relief effort
began to wind down after two weeks. There
were many |oads of food, drinking water, milk,
baby formula, clothing and personal hygiene
supplies taken to people who lost everything
they had. We supplied those itemsfor over
1,000 people in nine shelters.

Astherelief efforts began, Dr. Oswaldo Ca-
nario said, “Y ou know thisis not a short-term
effort. Thisisalong-term need that you are
committing to.” The more we helped, the
more we developed rel ationships and we saw
more ways to minister to these needs.

Thework in affected communities continued in
January when ateam from Highland Commu-
nity Church in Wausau, WI joined a group of

Pefion, Batey 4, Batey 6, Batey SantaMariaand
Batey Santana. A group of 15 teenagers from
Azua (a Dominican city NE of Barahona)
joined the team. In all, there were approxi-
mately 50 people serving together. The medi-
cal part of the team saw over 1,250 people,
dispensing medicine to those needing it. The
rest of the term distributed and installed 74
water filters. Each filter will serve 4-6 homes.
(Another 24 filters was installed the week after
they left.) The pastors with both groups freely
shared the Gospel with the people being
served. About 40 people made decisions to
accept Christin their hearts as aresult of this
effort.

Thework isfar from over. Thereis plenty to
do in the effected areas. The disaster itself is
really not over. It is till developing. People are
back in their houses but conditions are far from
ideal. We continue to hear reports of Malaria,
Dengue Fever and other illnessesin the area.
We dso discovered that food shortage has
started to have an impact. One doctor already
warned us that in the future, malnutrition will

from the trip happened with a military escort we be aproblem. These people need help.

We have plans to purchase and install more
water filters in more communities, monitor the
food situation, look into the possibility of re-
building a church, and find more teams to
serve communities we have not yet been able
to help. Asaways, we continue to look for
ways to share God' s love with those in need.
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